CHAPTER VI

SYSTEM OF VEDANTA AS A PHILOSOPHY
OF RELIGION

THE history of religion reveals a perpetual antagonism
between the domain of science 'and supernatural revela-
tion. The warfare between reason and belief is conducted
with fatal weapons in five different fields and each is
threatened with dissolution and death by the other. There
are five fundamental concepts of reality known as atom, life,
consciousness, reason and intuition corresponding to the
Vedantic terms annamaya, pranamaya, manomaya, mjndna-
maya and anandamaya. The world-views presented by the
studies dealing with these categories, m%^ the physical
sciences, biology, psychology, philosophy and aesthetics,
are termed as mechanism, vitalism, pan-psychism, ration-
alism and subjective mysticism. Religion organises its own
forces of supernaturalism, animism, anthropomorphism,
theology and fundamentalism and offers battle to' the five
kingdoms of science on their own terms. Science employs
the canons of higher criticism based on the evidence of sense-
perception and reasoning and shakes theology to its very
foundations. Theology relying on supersensuous knowledge
seeks to demolish reason and reject the heresies of science*